
A spor'ng na'on
The	role	of	sport	in	New	Zealand	



The first piece of commercial 
printing south of Nelson  

Printed by Henry Graham, 
founder and editor of the 

Otago News 

Ephemera collec'on, Hocken Collec'ons 



Otago News, March 21 1849 



Otago News, March 14 1849 



How the Otago 
Witness 
welcomed the 
England 
cricketers 

Tom Wills from 
Melbourne 



The first international cricket 
match in New Zealand  

George O’Brien, Toitū
 Otago Se?lers’ Museum 



William Gilbert Rees 
 



“After work” 
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the rules he 
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1888 Natives 
 

119 matches 
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Tom Ellison 

1890 New 
Zealand 

athletics team 



The 1893 New 
Zealand team 
– the first All 

Blacks 



Jimmy Duncan of Otago 
was the first All Black test 

captain and two years 
later, the first coach 

The 1905-06 
team in 
London 



Not just a game for men 



Jean Batten 

The 1905-06 
team in 
London 



The 1905-06 
team in 
London 



New Zealand has won 43 gold medals at the Olympic Games 
Most successful country per capita? 

New Zealand won 13 medals at the Olympic Games in London in 2012 
and on a population basis, was ranked fourth behind Grenada, Jamaica 

and Trinidad and Tobago 
At Beijing in 2008, ranked ninth and Athens in 204, ranked 15th 



Government funding 
 

2002-03 $17,283,000 
2014-15 $89,549,000 

 
BUT 

 
   



Rome 1960 and Tokyo 1964, 4th 
Seoul, 1988 5th 

Helsinki, 1952  9th 

Berlin, 1936 13th 
Amsterdam, 1928  20th 

 
 

   



Comparative rugby success 

 
 

   

Country Tests Wins % 

New	Zealand 538 413 76.7 
South	Africa 452 287 63.5 
France 722 396 54.8 
ArgenGna 404 219 54.2 
England 692 372 53.7 
Wales 681 352 51.6 
Australia 589 303 51.4 
Samoa 214 97 45.3 
Ireland 655 283 43.2 
Scotland 654 276 42.2 


















