
Awakening a Curate’s Library
The Rev. William Arderne Shoults (1839–
1887), His Life, His Book Collection, and His 
Legacy to New Zealand

Donald Kerr



William Arderne Shoults, 
curate and book collector, 
probably taken around the 
time of  his wedding on 1 
August 1878, aged 39. 



St. Peter’s Church, 
Walworth (1865-

66)

St. Paul’s Church, 
Bunhill, Hoxton 

(1866-69)



St Michael’s Church, Shoreditch (1873-1875) St. Edmund the 
King & Martyr on 
Lombard Street, 
London (1875-79)



Father Ignatius
(1837-1908) 

and his 
monastery at 
Capel-y-ffin, 
South Wales



John Julian’s 
Dictionary of  
Hymnology 

(1892) 



Shoults family 
home, 37 

Camberwell 
Grove, 

Camberwell.



Festival Days – Keble, 1859



Venetian printing of  
Vulgate Bible (c. 

July 1481)

Johann Mentelin’s 
second printing of  
Astesanus de Ast’s 
Summa de casibus 

conscientiae, 
published about 

1473. 



Petronius’s 
Satyricon (1693), 

Bishop John 
Fisher, 
Assertionis 
Lutheranae 
confutatio (Paris, 
1545). 



Arabic manuscript of  the Qurʾān (Koran), 1846. Erpenius, 
Rudimenta linguae 
Arabicae (1628). 



Samuel T. Nevill (1837–1921), Bishop of  Dunedin, 
and the Shoults Collection at Selwyn College, c. 
1900




