


Malinowski’s 
method of deep 
immersive field 
research based 
on participant 
observation

Adivasis:
India’s indigenous people



The world’s longest 
standing armed 
revolutionaries? 
Marx, Lenin & Mao

Maoist inspired
Naxalites



Adivasi 
egalitarian 

values

Why were these 
indigenous people 
joining the Naxalites 
armies?



Naxalite-
affected areas at 
the time of field-

research:

‘40% of India’s 
land area 

affected in 2008'



‘Operation Green Hunt’ counterinsurgency 
mounted against the ‘terrorists’. 
Security forces burnt down villages, plundered 
and raped. More than 7000 killed in last 
decade. Thousands incarcerated as ‘naxals’.



India’s most lucrative mineral reserves lie under 
Adivasi lands: coal, iron ore, bauxite, bauxite, 
kyanite, mica and more



My homes in 
Jharkhand



Marching
250km

with the
guerrilla
platoon

from
Bihar into 
Jharkhand



Coercion, 
Greed or 

Grievance?
Everyday 
Intimacy

and the small 
things that 

count



How things fall apart



Today, the guerrillas are strangled to a few forested 
pockets. But protestors rising against the right wing 
Hindu supremacist government in India are 
accused of being ‘urban naxals’. 
Ironically a new leash of life is given to the spirit of 
the revolutionaries.

Beware there are 
‘International Naxals’ 
too! 




