
Skeletons	in	the	Attic	
Rosi	Crane,	Honorary	Curator	



Architect	David	Ross	(1828-1908)		
Reality	did	not	quite	match	ambi?on	



Otago	University	Museum	in	Great	King	Street	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Captain	Frederick	Wollaston	HUTTON	
(1836-1905)	
	
Curator	Otago	University	Museum	
1873-1879	



Otago	University	Museum	when	it	opened	August	1877	







Some	individual	birds	can	be	iden?fied	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Photo	from	1937	with	newly	appointed	Educa?on	Officer,	G.A.	Anderson	
Arrow	points	to	egret	on	display	when	1877	Gallery	opened	



Kotuku		
	

Also	known	as	Egret		or	White	heron	
	

Photo	taken	2013	in	Otago	Museum	store	



Otago	University	Museum	about	1883	



Professor	Thomas	Jeffery	PARKER	
(1850-1897)	
	
Curator	Otago	University	Museum	
1880-1897	
And	
Professor	of	Biology	at	Otago	
University	
1880-1897	



Otago	University	Museum	about	1885	



Skeleton	of	fin	whale	in	Otago	University	Museum.	Photo	taken	1885		



Captain	William	Jackson	BARRY	
(1819-1907)	
	
Whaler	and	showman	lecturer	



Stranded	whale,	Ocean	Beach,	Dunedin,	1904	
Not	Captain	Barry’s	Whale,	but	very	similar.	



Whale	skeleton	and	jars	of	specimens.	Photo	taken	1885	
Standards	of	health	&	safety	have	improved!	



Leeer	from	T.J.	Parker,	Dunedin	to	Julius	von	Haast,	Christchurch.		
22	August	1884.	

(Alexander	Turnbull	Library	MS-Papers-0037-126)		



Extract	from:		‘Notes	on	the	Skeleton	and	Baleen	of	a	Fin-Whale	(Balaenoptera	musuclus	?)		
recently	acquired	by	the	Otago	University	Museum’			

by	T.J.	Parker.	Transac1ons	of	the	New	Zealand	Ins1tute,	vol.	17,	1884	

Pages	of	careful	measurements	





Skeleton	of	whale	and	much	else	as	well.	Photo	taken	aier	1886.	



Iron	cradle	designed	by	Francis	John	Bourne,	museum	ar?culator	



Fin	whale	has	remained	in	place	since	1885.	
Mari?me	Gallery	created	in	1970s	by	making	a	floor	under	the	whale.	



Skeleton	of	whale	and	much	else	as	well.	Photo	taken	aier	1886.	



Skeleton	of	whale	and	much	else	as	well.	Photo	taken	aier	1886.	





Leopard.	Photo	taken	in	Otago	Museum	store	2012	



Leeering	on	base	reads:	
	

Signor	Chiarini	
Sumatra	

	
Leopard	or	Panther	

Felis	leopardis	
	

1885	



Chiarini’s	Royal	Italian	Circus	
	

Poster	for	a	Wellington	show		
but	the	circus	visited	Dunedin	in	

	1874,	1879	and	1884	



The	lion	tamer	with	his	troupe	of		
Performing	Royal	Bengal	Tigers	
and	a	couple	of	leopards	too!	

	



University	Otago	Ledger	Books:	
Museum	Maintenance	Account	
Hocken	Collec?ons	
	
	
Lei	February	1886	
Below	March	1887	

Payments	to		
Signor	Chiarini	



Animal	Alc	Otago	Museum	–	inspired	by	the	original	galleries		



One	of	a	series	of	museum	registers	begun	in	1893	



Dr	Oeo	Finsch	(1839-1917)	



Label	on	the	base	reads:	
Falco	candicans,	Gml.,		
Naumañ,	Vög.	Deutschl.	13.t			
390.	f.	l	—		
♂ad.		
29.	Octbr.	1872.	
Fiskenaesset	
Greenland.	No	5.	1873.		
From	Dr	Finsch	1874		

AV1547	Gyrfalcon	Falco	rus1colus.	Finsch’s	original	specimen	listed	in	the	1878	Guide.	



Right:		AV2592	
Above	lei:	AV2549	
Above	right:	AV2964		



Right:		AV2592	
Above	lei:	AV2549	
Above	right:	AV2964		

Jose	d’Anchieta	
(1832-1897)	



More	Ques?ons	than	Answers	
	
	

Henry	Ogg	Forbes	(1851-1932)	
	

Explorer	in	New	Guinea	1885	
	

Did	he	swap	specimens	with		
Jose	d’Achieta	in	Angola?	

	
	

Curator	Canterbury	Museum	1890-1893	
	
	

How	did	his	specimens	get	to	Oamaru?	
	
	

Forbes	specimens	acquired	by	Otago	
Museum	in	1953,	but		

were	the	Angolan	ones	amongst	them?	
	
	



Thank	you	for	your	attention,	are	
there	any	questions?		


